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Summary and Recommendation:
The North West Coast Connections Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP) which has the potential to have a significant impact on Copeland Borough 
and its communities.

This report provides a draft Copeland Borough Council response to the recent 
consultation exercise carried out by National Grid on its proposals for the Project. 

It is recommended that the Panel;
1. Approves the draft Copeland Borough Council response to the consultation as 

attached at Appendix A for submission to National Grid by the deadline on 6th 
January 2017.

2. Authorises the Managing Director, in consultation with the Chair of the Panel, to 
agree any minor changes to the Copeland response and to approve, on behalf of the 
Council, the Preliminary Environmental Information technical response prepared by 
the consultant team on behalf of the local authorities in the PPA Group also for 
submission on 6th January 2017 in draft form.

1. Introduction and Purpose of the report
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek the Panel’s approval to the Council’s draft 

consultation response to the National Grid’s Stage 2 proposals for the North 
West Coast Connections Project.

1.2  National Grid have allowed local authorities to submit a final response in mid-
January to enable authorities to obtain formal ratification for their draft 
responses. 

1.3 The intention therefore is that a final draft will be submitted to a future meeting 
of the Panel to be held on 17th January 2017 and the Council’s final response will 
then be submitted to National Grid on 19th January 2017.



2. Background to the NWCC Project
2.1 As Members of the Panel will be aware the North West Coast Connections 

(NWCC) project, led by National Grid, seeks to provide a connection for the 
development of the new Moorside nuclear power station, providing up to 3.4GW 
of electricity, on land adjacent to the existing Sellafield Site. 

2.2 Moorside is one of 5 sites identified by Government to provide new nuclear 
power stations across the UK to be operating by 2030. 

2.3 National Grid is required to connect Moorside via four transmission circuits (two 
400kV double circuits) to the existing transmission system ready to be 
operational by 2024.

2.4 There is also a need to export power generated by other new energy projects in 
the North West, such as off-shore wind farm projects. Work is expected to begin 
in 2019 subject to approval of an application for the works. The current expected 
timetable for the project is as follows:

 DCO application submitted  Spring 2017
 Prepare Local Impact Report               Summer/Autumn 2017
 Examination Nov 2017 to April 2018
 Consent (if secured) October 2018
 Construction 2019 onwards
 Operation begins 2024 

2.5 The NWCC project is a major infrastructure development, which will affect most 
of Cumbria and parts of North Lancashire, and comes under the Planning Act 
2008 development consent regime for Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects (NSIPs). 

2.6 The Borough Council is a statutory consultee in this process and the project will 
be the subject of a Development Consent Order (DCO) application to the 
Secretary of State.

2.7 Stage 1 of the NWCC project non-statutory ‘strategic options’ public 
consultation ran for 12 weeks from 4 September until 28 November 2014 and 
outlined National Grid’s proposals to connect and export the electricity that will 
be generated by the proposed Moorside development.

2.8 The feedback received during this consultation, together with the findings from 
environmental and technical studies, helped National Grid select which route 
corridor to take forward to the next stage of the development process.

2.9 In autumn 2015, National Grid undertook a second series of community events 
during a non-statutory ‘route alignment’ public consultation giving members of 
the public the opportunity to learn more about how National Grid was shaping 
the NWCC proposals.  



2.10 On 28th October of this year National Grid launched its stage 2 statutory public 
consultation and published documents which set out proposals for the 
development. 

2.11 The documents have been supported by a range of consultation events which 
are open to the public throughout November and December across Cumbria and 
North Lancashire. In addition, the National Grid project team have carried out a 
range of briefings to key stakeholders including local authorities and parish 
councils.   

2.12 Through the consultation stakeholders and members of the public have been 
asked to provide their views on the route the new connection will take; the 
specific technologies proposed to build the connection; the methods proposed to 
lessen the impact of a new connection and any other issues the community feel 
is important.  

2.13 The stage 2 statutory public consultation is the last consultation on the project 
before National Grid makes its DCO application which it is envisaged will be 
submitted in 2017.  It is the final chance for the public and interested parties to 
make their views known and to influence the project design. 

2.14 The Borough Council, along with other affected planning authorities in Cumbria 
and Lancashire, entered into a Planning Performance Agreement (PPA) with 
National Grid at the beginning of the process to enable it to engage in a positive 
way and reach an informed view on the impact of the proposals. 

2.15 This support is provided primarily by consultants White Young Green (WYG) as 
well as through working in partnership with the other authorities involved. WYG 
is preparing a technical consultation response to National Grid’s formal 
consultation on behalf of the PPA group. The PPA Group response does not 
compromise the rights of the local authorities to express their views or concerns 
on the project proposals and their local impacts.

2.16 The Council has been heavily involved throughout the process to date, attending 
regular progress update and participation meetings and maintaining consistent 
involvement at an officer level in discussions around the wide range of issues 
involved in such a significant project. 

3. Proposed Route

3.1 Full details of the National Grid’s proposed and preferred route can be viewed on 
the project website www.northwestcoastconnections.com and have been 
included in a suite of documents provided for the consultation.

3.2 Public facing documents have been distributed to households along the line of the 
route and have been available at consultation events. 

http://www.northwestcoastconnections.com/


3.3 Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) documents detailing the range of 
environmental assessments that National Grid have carried out have also been 
made available, and the PPA Group members and the Groups advisors WYG have 
prepared a technical response to the issues raised in the PEI.

3.4 In summary National Grid’s proposed route enters Copeland from the north at a 
point just east of Gilgarran and heads in a south-westerly direction following the 
line of the existing 132kv pylons towards Whitehaven. 

3.5 It skirts Whitehaven to the east again following the existing line and heading south 
to a proposed sub-station included as part of the proposed Moorside project. 

3.6 South from the Moorside site the route follows the existing route to a point just 
north of the village of Drigg where the cables are then undergrounded as they 
enter the Lake District National Park. 

3.7 The cables resurface at a point just east of the village of Silecroft and then follow 
the line of the existing pylons (which they replace) up the Whicham Valley and 
around the head of the Duddon Estuary leaving Copeland at a point north-east of 
The Green. 

3.8 In addition to the new pylons the proposal includes for a new line of ‘trident’ 
wooden poles of c12m in height from a proposed substation near Millom to Lindal 
in Furness in South Lakeland District to aid local supply and distribution issues to 
communities in this area.

3.9 The total route of 164km includes the installation of 607 new pylons or wood 
poles (inc 348 of the new taller c50m pylons) and the removal of 611 of existing 
pylons or wood poles (inc 572 of the conventional 132kv pylons which are on 
average 27.5m tall). 

3.10 The social and economic impacts (both negative and positive) as well as the 
physical impacts of both the operation, construction and maintenance of the 
project need to be given careful consideration in the Councils and PPA Group 
responses.

4. Developing the Council’s Consultation Response 

4.1 Attached as Appendix A to this report is the proposed draft consultation response 
from Copeland Borough Council. It has been developed through a programme of 
engagement with Members, Parishes, other stakeholders and partner local 
authorities in the PPA Group. 



4.2 The structure of the response is; 
 Background and summary of proposals including proposed route alignment
 Previous consultation responses by CBC 
 Links to Council strategy and policy 
 Overarching comments inc amongst others

o In-balance of impact v benefit locally
o Visitor economy impacts
o Community Benefits
o Health impacts

 Additional Copeland relevant comments against key headline themes in PPA 
response (if any)

o Landscape and visual impact
o Socio-economics, recreation and land use
o Tunnel head impacts at Barrow and Heysham
o Transport and Connectivity
o Terrestrial and Historic Environment and cultural landscapes
o Cumulative Impact Assessment 
o Lack of information and consultation timescales 

 Specific comments relating to detailed mitigation issues on sectors of the route 
through Copeland

o Section A1 Moorside to Thornhill
o Section A2 Thornhill to Whitehaven
o Section A3 Whitehaven to Seaton (part of)
o Section D1 Moorside to Waberthwaite
o Section D2 Wabertwaite to Silecroft
o Section E1 Silecroft to Arnaby (part of)

 Sources for this section inc Parish responses, Members comments, officer 
input, land-owner’s/developers comments 

4.3 National Grid have supported a process of engaging with Parish Councils, including 
the provision of Parish briefings and technical workshops facilitated by WYG, to 
assist those Parishes who wish to respond to do so with the support of technical 
information available from WYG technical specialists. 

4.4 Parish Councils have until 6th January 2017 to submit their responses and the 
Borough Council has offered to consider key issues within individual parish 
responses in the Borough Councils final response.  

4.5 The intention is to submit the Council’s draft response along with the draft PPA 
Group technical response on 6th January 2017 to meet the statutory deadline. 

4.6 The Councils final draft response will then be considered alongside the final technical 
response at a meeting of the Panel on 17th January 2017 and the final versions of the 
two documents submitted on 19th January 2017. 



Appendices

Appendix A:  Draft Copeland Borough Council response to the National Grid, North West 
Coast Connections Project consultation. (to follow)


